Gardening with Nature
JANUARY
It is amazing that the birds, non-hibernating mammals and insects
survive winter. They rely so much upon man for winter feed and
those seed heads you left standing are invaluable to seed eaters, but
birds like the long-tailed tits are insect eaters and spend every minute
of day light feeding to survive. If you help them through the winter
they will be around to eat those caterpillars and aphids in spring and
summer. Remember a pair of feeding tits require 400 caterpillars a
day to feed their brood. Also help those insects, without them none
of our fruiting vegetables and fruit would be produced. Nest boxes
and evergreen cover are essential as are insect boxes. I know how
cold it is and the short cold days would make you think there is
nothing to be done but you would be very wrong

ESSENTIAL JOBS
Planning is essential so when it is too cold to work outdoors make a
sowing plan and check you have all the seed you need
Now is the time for another indoor activity. Make those bird-boxes
(must be up by February), bat-boxes and bee-boxes.
Make sure all the rough digging has been done as this helps prevent
compaction and also uncovers seeds and insects for birds.
Do not disturb compost heaps and log piles as these may be
hibernating places for hedgehogs and other mammals and reptiles.
If you can spare an hour to sit in the shed and watch the birds enter
the RSPB bird watch programme to help check the health of our
native bird populations.

Keep feeding the birds and make sure the birds have water.

TREES
Bare rooted trees and bushes can still be planted until mid-March.
Prune fruit trees. This job should be completed by end of February. Remove
congested growth and a portion of older shoots.
Knock snow off bushes to stop stem and bud damage.

VEGETABLE AND FRUIT
Prune gooseberries and currants now (until February) and mulch.
Harvest Leeks (Try leek and potato soup [warming after a morning pruning])

INDOORS
If you are lucky enough to have a heated greenhouse or can mis-use the
conservatory get ahead of the game by sowing
French beans, tomatoes, leeks, lettuce, salad leaves, radish, onions, and
mustard.
Wash pots and boxes and generally clean up to prevent disease.
Check dahlia tubers for rot and remove any soft parts.

Wash those pots!

FEBRUARY
This is probably the coldest month of the year but the bulbs will begin
to pop through and late February the frogs will start to become
active. A warm day might lure butterflies and queen bees out of
hibernation. As there are few flowers in bloom in February they will
soon return to shelter but it makes you think that spring is on the
way. The birds hope it is an early spring as this month is probably the
hardest for them.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
Drain off and save the water in water-butts and clean them out ready
for spring watering. This helps prevent disease as does the use of
clean pots, boxes and tools.
Do maintenance work on tools and get those hoes sharpened ready
for spring.
Sift homemade compost ready for planting.
Get ready for sowing.

Trees
Finish that pruning

Flowers
If you have flowering plants to attract pollinating insects, these should be
mulched

Vegetable and Fruit plot
Fork over and rake seed beds and cover with black plastic. This warms and
dries out the soil which can really help germination.

February continued

Later in the month start to sow broad beans, carrots, leeks, early lettuce,
onions, parsley, early peas, spring cabbage, and turnips in sheltered places or
under cloches.
Lift and store the last of the parsnips and dig the ground.

Indoors
Sow hardy annual seeds such as sweet peas, tobacco plants ( scented Jasmin
Nicotiana), snapdragons, calendulas, poached egg plants and cornflowers.
If it is too cold outdoors for the broad beans, carrots, leeks, early lettuce,
onions, parsley, early peas, and spring cabbage then start them off indoors
Also sow tomato seed and don’t forget the companion plants.
Chit potatoes in a bright warm place to start them sprouting. Keep them
happy and healthy by spraying once a week with a weak feed of seaweed
fertiliser.
In warm compost start those dahlias into growth.

MARCH
This is the month when we really believe that we can grow successful
crops again. Still, warm days towards the end of the month will see
the early butterflies like the brimstones and peacocks come out of
hibernation and the first of the migrating birds will arrive. You will be
woken by the Robins and Blackbirds early song as they start to feed
their first broods. The early bees feed on flowering willows and the
beautiful primroses and daffodils. This is still a difficult time for both
birds and insects as the weather is unpredictable and the food
supplies are almost meagre. So help out with food and water for the
birds and by trying to get flowers into early bloom indoors bringing
them out for the insects.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
If you have hedges to cut complete this before mid-month as the
birds are beginning to nest. You should not cut again until September
when the breeding season is over.
Get the ground ready for planting those cornfield annuals.
Sow more hardy annuals indoors but water all seedlings with tap
water to prevent disease.
Cut down the seed heads left for the birds. If they have any seeds left
in them or are harbouring insects then put them in a tidy pile for the
birds and insects to forage through.

March continued

Trees
Watch out for first signs of pests and diseases.

Flowers
Plant out any perennials such as scabious and also sweet peas and
wallflowers.
Lift and divide herbs and herbaceous perennials.

Vegetable and fruit
Fork over the soil when the weather permits
Plant out potatoes.
March is the main month for sowing vegetables and the companion plants.
Almost all seed can be sown this month either indoors or outdoors.
Plant out over wintered chives and mint plants.
If you have, a large area of bare ground consider planting a late green manure
crop.
Prune tips of summer-fruiting raspberries to get rid of frost damage.

Indoors
Sow cucumbers, French and runner beans, sweetcorn, and tomatoes (now
until end of April).

APRIL
April is a very busy month on the allotment and in the garden. Some
days can be really warm but start and end with a frost. Plants put on
real spurts of growth and come into flower. Blackthorn bushes are
blanketed in blossom, spring meadows bloom and woodlands are a
blaze with bluebells and primroses. The swallows arrive and the first
weeds germinate (usually quicker than our seeds) However, if the soil
is warm enough for weed seed to germinate then the soil is ready for
our crop seeds. This is a hard time of the year for seed eating birds
and mice so protect your seeds especially peas (mice love them). If it
is permitted or if you can spare the birds a few of your seeds help out
the hard working males who have to feed the sitting females and also
defend their territories. They will repay you three fold later in the
year.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
You should keep very busy sowing vegetable seeds, potting on
seedlings, and transplanting and tending to your young plants.
Keep on top the weeds. Dig out the perennial ones and hoe the
annuals.
If you have left sowing flowering hardy annuals you can now sow
direct into the ground. Insects will be attracted to your plot by the
flowers and then move on to fertilise your fruit and vegetables. I
suggest some or all of the following
Calendula, Candytuft, Cornflowers, California poppy, Annual
chrysanthemums, Annual Lupins, Poached-egg plant, scorpion weed,
Annual Sunflowers, Larkspur or if buying a
Packet of each seems expensive look for the mixed packets available
from many seed suppliers.

April continued

Trees
Keep a watch out for pest on the fruit trees and bushes and mulch to keep
weeds down and moisture in.

Flowers
Sow your choice of hardy annuals outdoors. Fork over the soil rake to a fine
tilth and sow as directed on the packet.
Prune an inch off tips of lavenders

Vegetable and Fruit Plot
Finish planting potatoes.
Start sowing broccoli and maincrop peas and continue successional sowing of
other vegetables.

Ponds
If you have a pond then now is the time to divide aquatic plants to prevent
overcrowding.
If there is a flush of algae be patient because if the pond is in balance the
phytoplankton and zooplankton will soon put things right. If this fails try
barley straw (most aquatic suppliers have this now)

Indoors
Keep a careful watch out for pests and diseases and deal with them swiftly.
Plant up hanging baskets of flowers or vegetables. Tumbling Tom is a very
prolific cherry tomato bred specially for hanging baskets. A really nice idea is a
hanging basket of annual herbs just outside the kitchen door. On the
allotment keep up successional planting of herbs.

MAY
May a glorious month. Nature is working flat out. Temperatures are
rising although beware of those late frosts. The buzz of insects is
everywhere and the breeding season is in full swing. May puts a
spring in your step and makes you want to get out there. When you
have done a couple of hard hours work sit back have a drink and
watch those busy bees and frantically feeding birds. If you are lucky
you will see young birds making their first flights. In the pond the
tadpoles are growing fast and the damselflies are emerging to dance
on the wing. May is a wonderful month.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
Mulch fruit bushes such as currants, raspberries and gooseberries
with well rotted manure or compost.
See if you can spot where the birds are nesting and give them space.
Its hard luck if the Robin has decided your shed is the safest place to
nest but it is such a short time. Ask your neighbour if you can leave
one or two tools in their shed.
Keep dead heading to get more blooms to attract more insects.
Keep newly planted plants well watered until they are well
established.
Use lawn mowings as mulch or put it to compost.
Protect brassicas from the dreaded cabbage white butterflies.

Trees
To rejuvenate Rosemary, prune hard back to new shoots.
Take heel cuttings from lavender, pull off a side shoot, with a heel, from a
main stem and pot up in sandy compost. Lavender is a favourite with the bees
and butterflies.

May continued

Flowers
Plant out the hardy annuals sown in March and raised indoors.
Thin those sown directly into the ground in April.
Put up wigwams or other supports ready for sweet peas.

Vegetables and fruit
Hoe out the weeds regularly.
Sow outside beans, beetroot, cabbage, cauliflower, chives, lettuce, onion sets,
parsley, sweetcorn, peas and plant out early sown brassicas and leeks.
Earth up potatoes
Stake early peas
Pinch out early sown broad bean tops as soon as the lowest pod begins to set
and eat them. Pinching out helps prevent blackfly infestations.
Nip off strawberry runners to encourage better cropping.
Put card collars around young brassicas to prevent cabbage root fly. Save all
those cereal boxes and in the winter when it is too cold to work outside cut
tea plate size discs to use as brassica collars. Cheap and fully biodegradable.

Indoors
Pot on seedlings
Transplant tomatoes and cucumbers and feed as soon as first fruit is set.

JUNE
There is now a feeling of calm as you wander round the plot in your tshirt and shorts doing routine jobs at a less frenetic pace. Uproot any
persistent perennial weeds, keep up gentle hoeing and deadhead the
flowers. There seems to be a lull in nature itself. This is just a calm
period before the next wave of activity. Second broods are being
raised by some birds and the caterpillars from the first flush of
butterflies are pupating ready for a second rush of feeding, mating
and laying of eggs. The caterpillars from this second rush will be the
ones that over-winter. Bumblebee numbers are at their highest and
the number of solitary bees is noticeably larger. The flowers you so
carefully planted and tended are covered in insects. Nature is at its
best.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
Make comfrey fertiliser for your plants.
Keep deadheading flowers to prolong the flowering season.
Collect seed if you let them go to seed as soon as it is ripe.
Tie in sweet peas and cut the flowers regularly to keep them
flowering longer.

Trees
Thin out apples and pears to get a better crop.
If necessary re-mulch to suppress weeds under fruit trees and fruit bushes.

Flowers
Sow more hardy annuals directly into the ground for a late show.
Harden off plants ready for planting out when all chance of late frost is over.

June continued

By day put them out in a sheltered position, not in direct sun, and at night
bring them in. After a couple of weeks they can be planted out.
Move the hanging baskets out and harden them off as above before hanging
in final position.

Vegetable and fruit
Plant out marrows, courgettes, tomatoes and cucumbers.
Transplant brassicas from seed beds to final positions.
Sow more beetroot, carrots, cauliflowers, courgettes, cucumbers, French
Beans, lettuce, salad leaves, spinach, marrows, peas, runner beans, and
sweetcorn.
Mulch peas and beans to keep in the moisture.
Earth up potatoes and lift the early varieties.
Put straw round strawberry plants to protect fruit.

Ponds
Thin out excess weed and leave on the side of the pond for 24 hours to allow
creatures to crawl back into the pond, then compost.
Young frogs will be leaving the pond now so make sure there is long
vegetation around the pond to help prevent predation by birds. Remember
frogs eat slugs and other unwelcome insects and are adept at catching flies, so
we need them to survive into adulthood.

Cabbage Caterpillars and Moths
Cabbage Caterpillars and Moths
There are three common caterpillars which feed on brassicas:
Mamestra brassicae - Cabbage Moth
Pieris brassicae - Large Cabbage White Butterfly
Pieris rapae - Small Cabbage White Butterfly
Of the three above, the Small Cabbage White is the most common and does the
most damage.

Butterfly

Caterpillars

Eggs

Chrysallis

It is the caterpillars which do the damage rather than the moths or butterflies. The
damage occurs between April and October because each of the varieties has two
or more generations from spring to autumn.
The life cycle is as follows. The adults appear in mid-spring and lay single eggs
on the leaves of cabbage, cauliflower, Brussels sprouts, kale and kohlrabi. The
eggs are yellow, oblong and ridged lengthwise. They hatch in around 5 days
depending on weather conditions. Initially they feed on the outer leaves, but as
they mature, they tend to go for the heart leaves. They reach about 2.5 cms (1
inch) in length after a couple of weeks. Around this stage they pupate into a
chrysalis and it is from these chrysalis’ that more butterflies and moths will
emerge. The final generation of each year over-winters as a chrysalis.

JULY
The heat of summer is now with us. The air is full of butterflies, bees
and dragonflies by day. At night the moths take over making the
allotment just as busy at night as in the day. At night the bats take
over from the birds and their aerial displays are spectacular. Under
the cover of dense vegetation the second and third broods of birds
arrive almost un-noticed.
The flowers are now at their vibrant best ablaze of colour in borders
and hanging baskets. Delicious scents float on the air as summer
builds to a crescendo.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
Plants will need watering but do not over do this as daily watering
encourages shallow roots. Better to let the plants struggle a little to
find water and send their rots down into moist cool soils below. They
can then survive your summer holiday. It is also better to water
thoroughly every 10 days than to give plants small amounts that stay
on the surface and dry out quickly. Always water early in the morning
or better still late at night. Never, water in the heat of the day you
are wasting your time and precious water. The warm air and soil will
just evaporate the water and the plants will get nothing. Remember
it takes 1 inch of water to penetrate 6 inches to the plants roots.
You can have fun now taking semi-ripe cuttings of most bushes and
shrubs. Cut a non-flowering shoot just below a leaf node, remove
lower leaves and plant in gritty compost. Water with tap water to
prevent disease and then cover with a plastic bag or cut down clear
drinks bottle or even a jam jar to prevent moisture loss and place in a
warm shady position. After two weeks the cuttings should have
rooted and the cover can be removed and the plants left to grow on.

July continued

Trees
Remove any suckers from the base of trees from now to autumn.
Keep a watch out for pests and diseases and remove immediately any
diseased leaves, branches or fruit. Do not compost.

Flowers
Keep dead-heading to prolong the flowering season. We need to keep insects
on the plot to fertilise the late peas and beans and to set seed for collection
later.

Lawns
If it is really dry higher the mower blades so that some grass is left on.
Compost the mowing or mulch the beans with them.

Vegetable and Fruit
Harvest currants, gooseberries and give them a booster mulch.
Harvest strawberries
Lift shallots and onions
Continue sowing beetroot, carrots, lettuce, radish and salad crops.
Finish planting out courgettes, marrows, sweetcorn, and leeks.
Earth up potatoes and lift those that are ready.
Pinch out sideshoots on tomatoes (not bush or determinate varieties)
Towards the end of the month give the annual prune to trained fruit trees like
espalier apples and to redcurrants, gooseberries etc. reducing sideshoots to
three leaves.

Indoors
Sow biennials such as foxgloves, wallflowers, sweet Williams and bellis daisies
for an early show next year. Invaluable to the early nectar feeding insects.

AUGUST
The flower borders are still a picture even if the lawn looks a little
worn and tired. These hot days making you feel lazy, the air is filled
with a myriad of butterflies, Painted Ladies, Peacocks, Red Admirals
and Brimstones flit from flower to flower or sit and rest in the sun.
Isn’t nature wonderful if you just sit and watch? The Dragonflies and
bees are busy darting about and in the evening the nightshift of bats
take over swooping low and moving fast catching moths and flies.
You might even catch a glimpse of a hedgehog taking the young out
foraging on the allotment.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
Keep deadheading, but remember to leave some flowers to go to
seed, some for next year’s seed and some for the birds in winter.
Collect rosehips and make rosehip syrup high in vitamin C.
Keep watering the plants that need them but try and use water
harvested from summer storms or grey water from washing the
veggies or even bath water in the garden at home.
Keep feeding pot plants and hanging baskets a little and often.
Later in the month if and only if you can be sure that there are no late
nesting birds you can prune evergreens and cut hedges.
My hanging basket had a blackbird nesting in it and they raised 3
broods. The hanging basket was a mess but I loved it.

Trees
Keep everything tidy, weed free, and mulched as the fruit trees start to yield
the long awaited fruits.

Flowers
Dry weather can cause mildew – cut back affected foliage and water well at
the base of affected plants. If they are annuals pull up and burn.
Collect seed for sowing in the autumn or next year.

Vegetable and Fruit
Harvest beans regularly to keep them cropping.
Harvest late onions once the tops have died down.
Harvest blackcurrants, cherries and plums leaving a few for the wildlife as they
prepare for winter.
Keep celery and leeks watered and earthed up to blanch them.
Sow late beetroot, lettuce and French and runner beans, plus plant out winter
and spring cabbages
Cut summer fruiting raspberry canes when they have finished fruiting. Old
canes should be cut to the ground and new canes thinned to 10cm apart and
tied into supports.
Thin out strawberry leaves leaving a few to photosynthesis and remove
unwanted runners to force the plants energy into the production of next years
flowers.

Indoors
On a wet day, if we have any, spend a few happy hours ordering spring
flowering bulbs or deciding what seeds you need for next year. Make a list
ready for when the catalogue arrives.

SEPTEMBER
The nights are lengthening and although the sunshine is still warm
during the day the nights can be chilly. Nature is beginning to shut
down many plants are looking tired. The migrant birds are stocking
up before their long flights and are heading south.
The flower border is still blooming and the butterflies and bees are
taking advantage of these late flowering plants. Some butterflies can
be seen on fallen fruit getting as drunk as the wasps as they get ready
for the cold days of winter.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
This is time for tidying up after each crop is harvested.
In the pond you can carefully thin out the weed before it dies down
In the annual border you can shake the heads of the plants to release
the seeds and lightly fork the soil to let the seed in. Plants for free
and they are usually germinate early.
If you have a small area that you can spare why not think about a
mini wildflower meadow. This is the month to sow the seed.

Trees
Harvest fruit as it ripens.

Flowers
Tidy up the border. Lift and divide any perennials, like Irises, that need it and
replant the ones you want. Give away the ones you don’t want. Don’t move
the sensitive ones like scabious, asters, delphiniums and red-hot pokers.

September continued

Vegetable and Fruit
Harvest beetroot, carrots, marrows, onions, potatoes, sweetcorn and
tomatoes.
Harvest and store pears and apples
Prune fruiting canes of blackberries and summer raspberries down to the
ground, and thin new growth and tie to supports.
Don’t let any more flowers set on the tomatoes as these will not ripen.
Sow lettuce, spring cabbage and winter spinach.

Indoors
Plant new potatoes in potato grow bags in the greenhouse ready for Christmas
Day harvest.
Salad crops can also be grown in the greenhouse
If you need new fruit trees now is the time to order them.

OCTOBER
Every month is special but this one is very special. The hedges are
berry-laden, the dew on the spider webs sparkles like diamonds and
the Red Admirals are taking advantage of the Michaelmas daisies and
ivy flowers. Best of all there is an explosion of fungi, free food if you
know your mushrooms, but be careful, very careful, one mistake
could be fatal. Join a foraging walk and enjoy the bounty.
This month of mists and mellow fruitfulness, as the poets say, is the
month when nature creates a stunning backdrop of autumn leaves,
for us to enjoy as we harvest our crops.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
Net ponds to prevent the leaves falling in.
Collect leaves as soon as they fall. Run the mower over them once or
twice to cut them up and hasten decomposition then put them in a
wire cage to form leaf mould. If it doesn’t worry you, you can leave
the leaves where they fall and let the worms and insect do their work
there. This carpet of fallen leaves will provide a refuge for beetles and
caterpillars, which will help sustain the blackbirds and robins through
the winter.
This is the best month to clean out bird boxes but be careful they are
sometimes used by Doormice for hibernation. If this is the case don’t
disturb them and report your find as they are very rare.
Put up new bird boxes and bee boxes.

Trees
Nothing to do but enjoy the autumn colour as the trees become dormant for
the winter.

October continued

Flowers
The first frost will blacken Dhalia leaves and as soon as this happens lift them
and hang them upside-down to dry. As soon as they are dry put them in a box
of dry sand for the winter.
Lift the wallflowers and forget-me-nots etc from their allotment nursery bed
and plant out in final flowering positions.
Take tender herbs and flowering plants into the greenhouse to over winter.

Vegetables and Fruit
Clear up and compost any spent crop vegetation.
Harvest beetroot, carrots, potatoes, Swedes and turnips
Gather and store the last of the apples and pears.
Sow broad beans and peas for overwintering crops only if the ground is not
waterlogged in winter.
Plant autumn onion sets, and sow suitable late lettuce and spring cabbage
again providing the ground is not waterlogged in winter.
Take hardwood cuttings of currants and gooseberries from now until midNovember.
Start winter digging.
Plant new or move raspberry canes into well prepared ground enriched with
compost.
On vacant patches sow green manure crops. These are called ‘catch crops’
because they catch all the nutrients in the soil and hold them in the plant until
next spring when they are dug in and as they rot they release those nutrients
back into the soil for your crops.
INDOORS
Plant new potatoes in potato grow bags in the greenhouse ready for Christmas
Day harvest.

NOVEMBER
I am afraid winter is on the way only the ivy bravely flowers on
providing the last nectar for late insects. The trees are now bare and
the herbaceous plants have died back. It is tempting to tidy up
But leave a few leaves on the ground and a few seed heads still
standing to help wildlife through the cold days to come. When they
are covered in frost they look lovely and crisp leaves are great to kick
about. Good for photographers.
Sorry I think autumn is probably my favourite season although when
spring comes I love the first flowers.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
Time to start digging in earnest! On an established plot dig in well
rotted manure or cover the surface with a mulch of compost and let
the worms do the digging.
Bare rooted fruit trees and bushes can be planted and will benefit
from the soil being still quite warm. Currants should be in by
Christmas.
Take hardwood cuttings (now until January) from deciduous shrubs
and bushes.

Trees
Collect tree seeds, extracting them from the berries if necessary and sowing
them in pots to stand out over winter.

Flowers
Remove annuals and compost as soon as they have shed their seeds.
Mulch round perennials preferably with leaf mould.

November continued

Vegetable and Fruit
On a new plot dig carefully removing all weeds. Hard work but well worth it.
Avoid rotavating as this chops up the worms and they are essential.
Mulch fruit bushes and fruit trees.
Harvest carrots and beetroot
Clear out all the dying vegetation from tomatoes and cucumbers. Don’t be
tempted to leave it, it might cause disease problems next year.
Sow hardy broad beans and peas for an early summer crop if the ground is not
prone to waterlogging.
Prune autumn raspberries right down to the ground and carefully remove any
weeds and then mulch.

Indoors
Get out those catalogues and over a coffee browse through, listing what you
need for next season.
Root cuttings of some perennials should be taken now.

DECEMBER
There is barely anything left in the flower border except Winter
Jasmine, but you are unlikely to see a bee or butterfly abroad this
month. The birds, mammals and insects are now foraging for food
taking seeds and berries where they find them. If permitted hang up
a fat-ball or peanut feeder and enjoy the spectacle of birds snacking
on them. A large sunflower head hung up will feed many tits for quite
some time.

ESSENTIAL JOBS
Continue digging when the weather permits, with your friendly Robin
by your side grabbing grubs as you unearth them.
You can coppice willow and hazel between now and February, saving
the stems for basket weaving or pea-sticks or herbaceous-perennial
supports. If you can spare one or two spray them silver or white and
use them as part of your festive decorations

Maintenance
Fit water butts to catch winter rain from the rooves of sheds,
greenhouses, garages, conservatories and your home. An 8 foot by 6
foot shed will yield a harvest of 10 x 210 litre water butts during the
winter. Harvest the water now and have it on tap when you need it.

Trees
Plant bare-rooted fruit trees and fruit bushes if you haven’t already.
Prune back over hanging branches that are in the way and add to the log pile.
Wrap up tender fruiting trees like Olives
Winter prune apple, pear and plums trees (until the end of January)
Check tree ties and stakes aren’t chaffing the bark ready for the winter winds.

Flowers
Keep dead heading, only joking, it is only the autumn heathers that need dead
heading this month.
Go for a walk and gather cones and branches and spray them to make festive
decorations.

Vegetable and Fruit
Harvest sprouts starting from the bottom.
Prune Gooseberry side-shoots back to about 5 cms.
It is traditional to plant garlic on Christmas Day before dinner.
Harvest the new potatoes from the potato grow bags planted in September/
October in the greenhouse.

Indoors
Sharpen tools, wash pots, clean canes and tidy up.
Settle down with the seed catalogue and check your list again.
Relax and enjoy Christmas and New Year.

